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e Thomas Fitbergill, M. A. 
3 cler of Queen's College, Oxronb. 


pe Cambridge, May 1, 1753. 
AVE lately peruſed a 
& Sermon of yours, 2 

the Reaſonableneſs and 
U, of commemorating 
the Mart e of King CnakLESsVHF 
written, as you profeſs, to repre- 
14 | 1 1 | ſent 


r 3 


to cool it, and, above all, to ſuppreſs | 


kth opinion I may entertain of 


- "#1 
ſent the, fin of this day in its moſt 
aggravating colors, to keep up our 
warmeſt reſentment in ſpite of bye 
mighty - alleviations and 
which have been artfully made uſe of 


the licentious clamors of ſuch, as are 
_— enough to ridicule and decry 
& obſervance! of it, P. 6 Now 


the piety of your deſign, as well as 
of the benefits and advantages, which 
the public would reap from it; yet, 
when I confider the fpirit of the 
times we live in, and the principles, 


which almoſt univerſally prevail, I 


cannot but greatly diſtruſt che ſuc⸗- 
ceſs of it; and, from the effect it has 
hitherto had” am very much afraid, 
that, inſtead of nnen one Cantor; 
. have raiſed a HOU” 
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0 My intent in this addrefs to you 


is, not to decide upon your main 


queſtion, tor even to declare any ſen⸗- 


timents of my oy about it, but only 


to reprefent to you, how unfeaſonable 
d diſoourſe upon the ſubjedt, you have 
choſen to illuſtrate, muſt needs be in 
ſuch times as theſe; and to ſuggeſt a 
few hints, Why it would have been 
prudent” to have deferred at leaſt the 
publication of it, till mem ſhould be 
diſpoſed to pay a more favourable 


tention to it, wr! rf can re 


L e at As jporogh po as Duo, 
* ow 
K dar to deal nab ith you, 
I muſt es that, while 1 was 
reading it over, I could hardly pages 


fuade * chat it was compoſed 
by any man now alive, but was apt 
to conſider it rather, as the pro- 
due of ſome former age, and 
ſhould 


_ 1 

ſhould have fixed it to the reign ; of 
CnanLys, the, ſecond, ſoon after his 
reſtoration, . when the minds of the 
people were ſtill warm with, the res 
membrance of their late troubles, 0 
the ſpirit of party ran high; and 
when it was uſual with eyery 2 

preacher, to inflame the breaſts of 
his audience with a zeal for the 


church, by : inſpiring. them, . 
Ot. 


poſſible contempt and abhorrence 
thoſe, who diſſented from it. This, 
L. ay, is ſuch a notion, as any one 
would naturally form of your Sermon, 
who peruſes it with the leaſt atten- 
tion; 4 and this it is, which: makes it 
appear ſo extremely fingular to all; 
and eſpecially to me, who, from my. 
ſituation, am a perfect ſtranger to 
many principles and doctrines, ſcat-! 
tered every where throughout it; 
ln iples, advanced indeed, and en- 
forced 


[73 
forced by you very vehemently, büt 
de and te gps us long 
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"You antihae your bra with 
* ſtory of Joftab, as it is recorded 
in the ſecond Book of Chronicles, 
chap. 35. whoſe death, as you ob- 
ſerve, impreſſed ſuch a dieb and laft- 
ing concern upon the minds o, © his 
people, and was judged of fuch fatal 
conſequence to their happineſs, that it 
afterwards became the ſabjett of an- 


nul commemoration, p. 4. You then 
endeavor to ſhew, how nearly our 


caſe reſembles that of the children of 
Iſrael, by drawing a parallel between 
Jafab and the Pins; whoſe death 
and merits you are about to com- 
memorate; arid at laſt diſcover 2 
moſt Ariking likeneſs, with this dif- 


Ju only, „ rbat the firſt was flain 
in 


13 on 
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murdered: by, bis. (i Dees 
8 cumſfßance, you ſay, that makes An 


Diſpenlation,. Var Was, merely Ser 
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__ 
in battle byafarvign, s 


nem, the loft 


annual commemoration on our part the 


more incumbent, p. 5. but, as, others 
think, the: leſs ſo; 7 bor. which they 
1 t have; very ;goog, reaſons. 
ut, to wave this at preſent, you are 
locked upon as, AA , upfortu- 
nate at your. firſt ſ etting aut; fot it 
has Frequently \ been N how you | 
dan borrow, an erample from. due 


vemonial, and app! it. Wich ang pro 


priety to another of, quits, a different, 


nature? or, to yy at purpoſe talk of 
| ewjſh Rites and Obſeryances to Chri- 

ans, who, ate taught; by the purity 
ol their rel ion, to regard. them all. 


1 


| bited . and cancelled by God him J 


Thy your, general argument, which 


you i 


9 | 
you probably placed in the front as 
the ſtrongeſt, is ſuppoſed to prove 
juſt nothing at all for your cauſe, 
but only the warmth — af conn zeal" 10 
een dene N 
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SAP» 10 this) you "OY Wie 
you have to ſay, under two general 
heads : the firſt of ' Which comprizes 
your Reaſons" for the Gbfervance of 
. this day; the fecond ex plains to us 
8 the great and manif6ld' Adrantages 
ttaat mi ft needs ariſe from it. 'Your' 
Reaſori agaft are cd önſidered diſtinek. 
% and deduced from three ſcicral 
ſources: from the tircumflances and 
merits” of the perſon,” wbb ſu red; 
from the 105 ſuſtained by his death; 
aid fro the guilt, which ir Brace 
= the nation; P. 6, * 
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Fus 1 of, een yah 
have treated in à manner ſo very looſe 
and declamatory, that it is hardly 
poſſible to animadvert upon them — 
any ſort of clearneſs or preciſion. 
regard to the former, you are — 
ſpected to have been greatly at 4 loſs 
for argumentg, here your main one 
is grounded upon a notion, that de- 
paried ſouls. may poſſpbly, have, a, ret 
view of what. paſſer here; and. .that. 
ty ſee, prejudices removed, men's judg-. 
ments rebtified;: their cum chargers; 
| Geared, and their memories (highly 
MERA & 4 Very, E —— 


8.2 27, d na be ally l. 
how is it conhiſtent With, ar what, 


does it prove in favor of the point, 


W you are advancing? Is it not 
rather 


| C22 J 

rather abſurd and .impudent in'you, 
to ſtir up the memory of a prince 
at a time, when, as you yobirſelf 
und viliſy ir; and to preach up the 
obſervance of a day to a people, ho 
are impious enough to treat even the 
notion of ati ſuch ſalamnity with rude- 
gt and mockery? pi 6. Ho right 


in df; it would certainhy be very | 
wrong; upon that principle of  grati+ 


tude and affection, from which: you 
proſeſs to adi to inſiſt / upon it ſo de: 
| hementlyin an 8ge libe this wheids 

inſtead. of; reaping. from it any real 
of his old ſanfer ing he would rather 
be diſturbed and - perſtcuted: anew} 
by being cxpoſed, — a ſe. 
cond une to che fame: _ the 
900 | B 2 death 


8 

death, which he formerly underwent 
inc bis lifetime. juſt mention this, 
as a Imall inconſiſtendy; which ſeve- 
ral have taken notice of, and which 
you may: correct in the dert edition of 
your Sermons s 


ach a9! A 03 du; 4019 vanes SUS 
Tunkk is one particular howes 
ver; which I. ill beg leave to inti- 
mate: 0 50a it! ſeems to have 
eſcaped you in chis and ſeveral other 
parts of yo Diſcourſe; and that is, 
your aptneſa upon all occaſions to 
inſiſd! upon the i perſonal qualities of 
this prince, and to draw your argu- 
ments for the public commemoration 
of his Martyrdom from topics, which 
only relate to his private character. 
For you muſt remember, what you 
have unhappily forgot, that the in- 
ſtitution, you contend for, is alto- 
gether national,; and that therefore 
ep3b 8 2 the 
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the reaſonableneſs and proprĩety of it 
can be fouuded only upon the part, he 
acted in his civil capacity; and it is 
the oonſideration, mot: of his ric, 
bucef his public character, not of his 
benſonal, but of his prince/yQuillities; 
that mmnuſt determine us in All! our 
proceeiings about. it. So that who- 
ever argues for the mieritæ of the 
only einde the virtues of the Mary 
maybe ſaid to confound two things, 
that are very different; and to apply 
to thenone, what beldngs entirely entirely to 
the other. h If you had attended to 
the diſtinction I have here made, it 
might poſſibly have reſtrained you 
from throwing out à great deal of 
declamatory ſtuff, which has been 
thought highly many: * —_ 
reign to your Wee bn 
0 02 V ELF (JDE3TEC] nit Ang voy 
Lobgay Bur 
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| 
| 
| EAR to proceed-- 1 ——— 
eee frotm the 10/0. 
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luna by the: death of his primes 
have ꝑiven ſatisfaction, or had a ber- 
perſon. For here, inſtead of enu- 
merating and ſpecifying any reui bleſ- 
d, ve adiually-peſefedsin bile, 
1 which would have been the cleareſt 
method of ſhewing, what we 10% by 
bit dach, you lay.down a ſet uf fup- 

3 poſitions wholly. precarious and un 
| certain, and on theſe build. a ſyſtem 
| of imaginary ones, to be. enjoyed, 
as you: ſay, hereaſter. And when 
vou come to give us aiſpecunen of | 
ſuch; as might moſt reaſonably. be 
expected fm him, you mentiom l 
advancement of true religion, forwhich 
you think him particularly to be de- 
108 pended 


„„ 7 
you ſay, Bit natural bent of | genius, 
zeal and fondugs fir zer, would bats 
kept her \ ſafe from an yon 7 
N ee ee, , Ae 
which» afterwa# ds: arafe, un have 
eur fente hung over ih lils & clind; 
ready.” ut \the \eafs encoura nr 
But whatever ſervice this way of ve. 
preſſing ſeckurius may be ſuppoſed to 
do the church; yet in all probability 
it would do but little to religion; «the 
bare mention of it however 1 is ſure 
to hurt the cauſe; which you have 
undertaken: to deſend. And I am 
amazed, that a writer of your pene- 
tian ſhould not cakily foreſee, what 
e 


conſcience 


conſcience in à country, hebe it i 
not only aſſerted upon the principles 
of reaſon and: ſcripture, hut where the 
public enerciſe of it is actually granted 
by law, and every man at liberty to 
profeſs and teach any doctrines Which 
are net inconſiſtent with the ſecurity 
of government, and the peace of ſo- 
ciety. Surely you can never hope by 

this,.cither.to-repriſs 59e farm of 
 fefiaries you complain of, or to excite 
the leaſt veneration for the memory 
of a prince, whom you deſcribe fo 
ready do enter ae ſuch ripleas 
ye i531 07 Hin 3ud OD 1 IG 

Tort T 108 7 Tt ict San 

5 Lf Weder indeed: Tic Sir dtd 
divines,| who are of bpinion; that the 
moſt effectual means to ſuppreſs the: 
dhe ſects: of Methodiſts would be, 
to cry down a Liberty of Conſciente, 
to cancel Wei eee en to 
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make ſomewwholſome additions to the 
Articles off, the Church of England; 


and this they like the better, becauſe 


it would tend at the ſame time to 
the ſuppreſſion of all other 2 | 
But whatever wiſhes they may enter: 
tain about it in ſccret, they have 
more. wit than to declare them open. 


y; knowing full well the reception 


they would meet. with. They Know, 
that ſuch a project would be deemed 
irrational and unlawful, that it would 
be treated with all. imaginable con- 
tempt and mockery, and that the Au- 


thors of it would he hiſſed off the ſtage; 


as ſoon as they appeared; and therer 
fore they have the prudence to con- 
ceal it, till better times and more 
ſeaſonahle occaſions. invite; the ne 
celfity of which ſame prudence it is 
the ſole purpoſe. Uo 
convince you ß. 
were nn C 1 
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coli now to the loft de 


a you deduce your rea- 


Jans fur the obſervance of this day, 
and upom aH hich you day the greateſt 


ſtreſs; and that is, the guilt it brought 


upon Ihe nation, which, you fay, 
obliges cu to male a Jormal expia- 
tion, thouph ourſelves- ure imnucent f 
the crime; p. 194/28. There are few, 
I- believe: Who have been hardy 
enough to deny thelguilt of this day, 
which Was undoubtedly very great; 

by hst L cam Aan; almoſdcall 
Have beg ted againſt yourmmatmer of 
provingiit. : D. n 1903 28 000k 25 
-£102 O, De 213 esch voids 21001 
wol the firſt place you affirm, that 
an duty is enjoined in tbe ew: Tefta- 


nent more; Hronglñ had win yfeiver 


lumitarions, han hut , ſubmiiſſiom to 
Governors; and leſt any one ſbould 


1 ws allow 


[a9] 
allow; this /ubmiffion to lawful, Gover- 
nors, but deny it to Tyrant you urge 
the examples of our Saviour and his 
diſciples; | who raugbt their followers 
obedience under the moſt | lawleſs and 
bloody: ſet of Tyrants, that ever lived, 
p. 17 18. Hexe you are accuſed of 

attempting to revive the ancient doc- 
trines of Paſſiue Obedience: and Mon- 
refiftance, which haverbeen dead and 
buried with your Sacheverel fo many 
years ago; doctrines, as irrational in 
themſelves, as pernicious in their con- 
ſequences; and which, though they 
may have been eſpouſed by à party 
to ſupport a deſtructive ſyſtem of Po- 
liticks for a while, were yet never 
able to gain any tolerable degree of 
temned and exploded by us. Von 
faſtening therefore upon the New Te 
Schl doctrines which are generally 
W 8 5G declared 


[ zo 1 
declared both irrational and perhi- 


cious, inſtead of adding ſtrength to 


your cauſe, will rather weaken the 
anthority of Revelation itſelf; and 
will conſequently expoſe you to the 
denſures of our Divines, who find it 
work enough, as it is, to defend their 
Bible from the cavils of Sceptics and 
Infidels, and have no need of any 


freſh' objections s againſt it, upon the 


ſcore of 2 ts Obedience and Mon- 


1 


Wan 88 you —_ not isi 
upon ſabmi ſtam in this high implicit 
ſenſe; for, you ſay, that our Saviour 
and his diſciples ?aught their followers 
dbedience in general, and left them, 
from the laws and conflitution. of their 
country, to determine, to whom, and in 
ewhat meuſure it ut due 3 though they 


ved under:a' moſt lawleſs and bloody 
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fes ef tyrants; h 18. | Veiy well; ſo 


that, from your 'own account; they 
did not think it warrantable, upon 
any principle whatever, to diſturb 
that frame and conſtitution of G0 
vernment, under which they lived; 
and having no Magna Charta to di- 
rect their Politital Conduct, no pre- 
vious Oompact between the Supreme 
Magiſtrate and the People, to which 
either ſide could appeal upon any 
diſpute, and by which; as by an ori 
ginal teſt or ſtandard, they could ad- 
juſt and regulate each others privi- 
leges, as they found cheir  Govern- 
ment deſpotic or Hrannicul, fo they 
left it. Rnd you add, that they did 
never; under a Preteare that theirs 


was the cauſe of God, taint rhe fide» 
lity, or alienate the affeffiont: of abr 


People from their 'Governon, "p17. 
er an did und I bear- 


tily 


| L 22 ä 
tily, wiſh, that ſome of their followers 
had attended more cloſely to their 
precepts and example, than they have 
done. For it is very certain, that 
there have been in all ages of Chri 
ſtianity turbulent and ambitious men, 
who have made no ſeruple to break 
the peace of ſociety, to raiſe factions, 
and diſturb Governments, under a 
pretence thar theirs was the cauſe of 
Cad, or, in other terms, that the 
Church was in danger; and I can 
tell you, there are numbers now liv- 
ing, who are impious enough to charge 
even your Sacheverel with Mae 
been guilty: of domerhiog like it. 
V ht Ja b 
wy i — Ts ar 
this. day is deemed as obſolete; and 
has, I doubt, procured as little reſpe& 
toi your cauſe, as the 4a. Speaking 
of the crime of Revellron, you.afſert 


Fli: | it 


Ca] 
it to be: zhe7blavkeſt that it is poſſible 
for mum to commit: Other iſs, you 
ſay,” conſiſi in viulating God's CO M. 
MAND S; bat this is downright in- 
Julting Bis PE RSO NM For Kings 
are hir Vicopgerents and Repreſenta- 
rope on Earth; and therefore any an 
racks" made upon" them, will be conf. 
dered* as equally  offered\i20* himſelf, 
pas. I have heardy of a very cunt 
Ciſe augument among che Papiſts, 
much reſembling yours in the faſhion 
of it) hy which'they-can/ptoveievety 
man an Atheiſt, who is not off their 
Dommunion; and it. id only by maks 
ing the Pope God's Vicegeram upon 
Earth, and then you know, Who- 
ever refuſes to- oπꝗñ his Vicegerent, 
refuſes to o.] his Perſon u that is, 
| denies: his Being! But whatever\be- | 
comes of the Papiſts anll their Vice- 
dre ſeveralyol findꝭ are in great 


pain 
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pam for you about yours. They 
think it inpaullble, that you ſhould 
ever aſſert the authority of your 
Vioegerent upon any juſt. and ſolid 
foundation, ar ſecute .o him the leaſt 
right of ohedience from any ſuch title, 
For though this Vicegereney- might 
vesy properly be applied to King: un: 
der a Jeuiſßh Theoctacy g yet it mult 
fund ſtrangely in tlie cars of Chri- 
Wuns who are ſubject to no ſuch 
lem of Government, - and will conſe- 
quently, impute but little grill to 
themſtives,: for. diſowning any alle- 
giance upon ſo "PIER 
@Elaimen;” I qo ant 
-onr mon voy md Bas KG 2 
„on proceed now d bel of the 
bei mur nacure rebellimm in geuarul, 
en ſeder ai im a mbral min, p. 18, 19 
20. and make fome-Juft obſervations 
Kg it, which, 1 Hope, had a good 
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effect upon your audience. You then 
relapſe into your old notions of Paf- 
froe Obedience and Mon reſiſtance, and 
ask, Mbetber an inſurrection againſf 
a Prince can on ANY account be 
lawful 9 which you venture to doubt 
of for a moment, and think, that 
poſſibly caſes might be put, when it 
would be ſo, but immediately give it 
up again as unlawful and deſtructive; 
and though you call it igſurrection or 
reſiſtance at firſt, yet you preſently 
drop that name as too mild and ſoft, 
and affirm it to be nothing leſs than 
actual rebellion for, you ſay, that 
Government could not ſubfit, if men 
might REBEL, as ofz as they were 


Agen * 21. 


Ar laſt you come to the Rebellion 


in band, and wonder what provoca- 


tion there were for it; that the only 
ö 'D motives, 
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motives, that can give any colon to it, 
muſt be either the ruin of Religion, 
the ſubverſion of the Laws, or the ge- 
neral ſufferings of. the People ; but you 
declare, that not one of | theſe .confide- 
rations can ſo much as alleviate the 
crime of thoſe, who kindled it, p. 21, 
22. And yet when you attempt to 
vindicate the King upon each of theſe 
heads, you leave a great deal of color, 
a great deal to alleviate the Fug 
For inſtance, as to Religion ; though 
you affirm him to have been zea/- 
ouſly attached to the Church of Eng- 
land, yet you do not deny, but that 
he ſo far countenanted thoſe of the 
Church 'of Rome, as to create much 
uneaſineſs, and raiſe violent ſuſpicions 
in his Proteſtant Subjects. And what 
excuſe do you alledge for his con- 
duct in this point? Why, not that he 

did it for any reaſons of Rate, or 
com "lied 


(9 ] 
complied with it as a preſent evil, for 
the fake of ſome future good, but 
only to gratify the importunities of 
a reſtlefs, bigoted Queen, who was 
unbappily of the Nomiſh perſuaſion, 
p. 22. which is joining two things 
together, that ſhould always be kept 
aſunder ; National concerns with ſuch, 
as are only Domeſtic ; as if it was poſ- 


ſible to juſtify, or even palliate a mal- 
adminiftration in the former, by any 
pretences whatever, 1 to the 
latter. | 4 


So when you Greek of Civil Afairy | 
you allow the charge againfl him not 
ta have been altogether groundleſs, but 
that ſame undue fretches of power 
were attempted, and ſeveral exceſſes 
committed by Prerogative, which were 
forbidden by law, p. 23. But Mr 
Locle, if his authority was of any 


1 force 


281 
force with you,  fomewhere ſays, that 
Where Law ends, Tyranny begins; 
and every man elſe muſt be of the 
ſame opinion, who, will but try to 
mark out preciſely, what he fancies, 
the. ſpace between them, or to form a 
notion of Prerogative, diſtinct from 
either. Tyranny or Law. A Prince, 
who does not regulate his conduct 
by the Laws of his Country, has no- 
thing to influence him, but the ſug- 
geſtions of his own humor; and a 
Government whoſe movements de- 
pend entirely upon the caprice and 
humor of him, who directs it, may 
fairly be called Tyrannical. To vindi- 
cate therefore an undue ſtretch of power, 
or a ſubverſion of the laws, under a co- 
lor of - prerogative, is juſt the ſame, 
as to ſay, that a Prince may ſubvert 

the Laws, becauſe he has a mind to 
ſubvert them; which, I am afraid, 
7 | will 


[29] 
will be but a poor plea for hini with 
a nation, where Liberty and Proper- 
ty is ſo bighly. valued, and ſo firmly 
ſecured, as it is with us. 


As to the hin: of the people 
under his reign, I ſhall ſay nothing 
at all of them; whatever they were, 
they ſtand u pon record, and will 
continue the ſame, though you and I | 
ſhould differ ever ſo much in our no- 
tions about them. However, I will 
obſerve one thing to you, that, was 
I to undertake the task of defending 
this Prince, I would proceed in a 
manner very different from that which 
you have choſen, I would conſider 
him as like all other men, with a great 
many virtues mixed with a great many 
infirmities: I would explain the numer- 
ous diſadvantages he lay under in every 


period of his life: how he was trained 
Ec with 
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with high notions of Vicegereney and 
Prerogative from his youth up; taught 
afterwards by his Divines to expect 
Paſſive Obedience and Non-refflance 
from his ſubjects ; flattered by his 
Lawyers into an opinion, that he was 
above the Laws; and in ſhort, how 
he was beſet on all ſides with Tyrants 
and Bigots, who plied him without 
ceaſing, and urged him to every poſ- 
fible act of mal-adminiſtration, which 
could accompliſh his ruin. This, Sir, 
is the light, in which I view this un- 
happy Prince, and in which I would 
repreſent him to others; and not, as 
you do, defend him at all adventures, 
cry up all his actions, as reſulting from 
the greateſt wiſdom and the greateſt 
piety, and treat all as Traitors and 
Rebels, who happen to be of a dif- 
ferent opinion ; being fully convinced, 
that fuch a method of proceeding, in- 

ſtead 


1 

ſtead of removing old prejudices a» 
gainft him, will furniſh out new 
ones; inſtead of clearing up his cha- 
rafter, will darken it ftill more; and, 
inftead of procuring a veneration for 
his memory, will tend rather to load 
it with freſh contempt and ſcorn. 


So much for the Reaſons, on which 
you eſtabliſh the neceſlity of obſerving 

the Martyrdom of King CrarLies; let 
us next examine the Uſes and Advan- 
tages, you ſuppoſe to ariſe from it, 
The ſum and ſubſtance of all which 
is an atonement for the guilt, it drew 
upon the nation, and of which, you 
ſay, we have Bad frequent intimations 
ever fince ; witneſs the unbounded Li- 
centiouſneſs in one reign, the near ap- 
proaches to P opery and Slavery in ano- 
ther, frequent Rebellions ſince, and the 
Divifions ftill ſubſiſting among us, which 


have 


2 


1 
Bave all, by divine appointment, ſprung 
from? the ſame root of bitterneſs, p.29, 30. 


But it is generally ſuppoſed, that you 
have here tranſgreſs d the old rule Mec 


Deus interfit, niſi dignus vindice no- 
dus; and you have been condemned 
by many for aſeribing to the Deity, 
what cannot, without i impiety, be laid 
to his charge. What is there, ſay 
they, ſo · very wonderful and ſuper- 
natural, that licentiouſneſs ſhould pre- 
vail under one Prince, who. gave ſo 
public a ſanction to it by his own 
example? or that Popery and Slavery 
ſhould be almoſt introduced by ano- 
ther, who was poſſeſſed of every prin- 
ciple, that could poſſibly open a way 

- for it? himſelf a bigot to the Church 
of Rome; fully convinced of his own 
J. 8 aſſerting Paſſive Obe- 
dience and Non-reſiflance by Divine 
a and 0 full of P . 
as 
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as even. to def piſe the Laws, when 
they contradicted any ſteps which he 
had a mind to take. Then as to 
R zbellions and Divifons, they always | 
did, and always will abound, while 
factious unruly men continue to en- 
courage principles, and inculcate doc- 
trines, which cannot have any other 
tendency, than to promote them; 5 
alienating the affections of the peo 

from their juſt and lawful es 
and conſequently ſubverting that beſt 
foundation and ſecurity, on which a 
Government depends. From all which 
it is preſumed, that theſe terrible viſi- 
tations, which yau derive from above 
upon the guilt of this day, may more 
rationally —_ conſiſtently be attri- 
buted to the miſguided zeal and de- 
praved appetites of men, as their pro- 
per and original ſource. And in- 
deed 1 cannot but think, that ſuch a a 
i: way 


£ 


—— 4 —E[ 2 — 2 ——— — oe —— 
- 


IG © 25 A 
way. of wh" as you. 'do; upon all 
occaſions to Heaven and its Judgment 


ſor events, Which will admit of ſo 
eaſy a ſolution from natural cauſes, 


will be of as little ſervice to Religion 
in general, as to that re En 
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i a S upon the he Geet and o- 
caſion of your Sermon, to anſwer my 
preſent purpoſe ; ; Which was, not to 
attempt a emal confutation of any 
thing g you have advanced either in Po- 
litics or Religion, though T have the 
misfortune to diſſent vehemently from 
you in many points relativg to' both; 
but only, as I obſerved above, to 
repreſent to you the great unreaſon- 
ableneſs of your preſent undertaking, 
and to forewarn you. from the ſpi⸗ 
rit of the times we live in, and the 

princa ples, 
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; FO which pk Where W | 
blk che unfavorable receptionsit is like- 

0 ly to tneet with! And if what I Have 

| offered, has any effect is all it cannot 

but Tonelbee ydu, that fuch a Dis- 

courſe” as yours, - inſtead of ſerving 


any good end; muſt neceſſarily tend 


to many bad ones; to promote di- 
ſturbances, and increaſe diviſions a- 
mong us; to in flame men to faction, 
while it ſhould: perſuade them to 
peace; and, inſtead of cloſing up old 
ſores, and aboliſhing all enmity and 
diſcord, which you, as a miniſter of 
the Goſpel, ought eſpecially to labor, 
to rip them open afreſh, and enve- 


nom them worſe than ever. 


Bur if; ar al vou Thall find 
reaſon to perfift. i in your preſent prin- 
ciples, as well as in our reſolution 
to divulge and propagate them, you 

- | may 
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may then conſider this addreſs of 
mine, as a ſmall means at leaſt of 
furthering your pious intentions, by 
making them ſome what more public, 
than they might otherwiſe have been; 
and this, if you pleaſe, ſhall be my 
Apology for the Ane 3 n 


have from, ao 02 
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